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On Sunday Sept.22,1996 while birding the Pumping Station Rd. area of S.G.L. #146
Elizabeth Twp. Lancaster County, PA about 10:15 AM , I observed an imm. Wood Stork resting along
the edge of the Hammer Creek. I viewed the Stork for 30 seconds at about 40 yards . Pondering what to
do, Istood motionless while the stork lifted off the creck edge . flying past me up the creck (north)
beyond where I could sec. never getting more than 40 fi. above the creek. [ observed the following
field marks in overcast with light rain conditions with Leica 10x40 binoculars. A large long- legged
wader, somewhat smaller than a Great Blue Heron. Off-white coloration with a dusky head and neck,
large broad bill (heavy at the base) that was straw -yellow with a slight downward curve in the last 1/3 of
it's length. In flight the Stork was all off -white with the exception of the dusky head and neck, and the
trailing portion of the wings (primaries thru secondaries) being black along with the tail. The legs and feet
were black (dark) After the initial observation I left the area to make phone calls and return with a
camera. The Stork was later briefly located up the creek in Lebanon County 12:15 PM by Fred Habegger .
To my knowledge no other birders were able to locate the stork. If accepted this would be a first
twentieth century record of Wood Stork in Lancaster County.

T LAl WiTmeA
230 MAsan DRIVE

EruanTA | PA 1522



.- Woep syor q-22-96
OF7-07-1554
wiad  SmR g9 Hatmmat 4 K ,  Lileod GuuTy
RE10GLBERE  YRww Thip

28 M BMUHT  fauks TimE

[ ] o —
Fuort ekt 1ohtouy Loum [ PUTY | B Bwacs , 100180 Disign]
BIR) WA 4w GRCE oF ifcAm A LB THAU £° P
WATK - WBLL  CAMfEh  Samor oF kK .

HUMIERED  Down

S At (/MIMR TDAJMAT vy }/Mol/ HAD  4usn
K

NI NOT 44;qu A3 GUERT Ul HoRow/ ﬂwﬁ%r A DD
FuY. WA e pesiTan/ . LoD TUy sl my
Dkceon/ Awo 1 STOY oo oF T Wy o SIenTT
VIEWES  BRY RoR L81 THAN & muaeit . wpeT For

Herk W JCRﬂ/“If,)L,lNQ v)/o i7eep f}A'IW( NE vid  boycy) ek
R piay
Hedp +aRK —momuey  Dagk  pRown/

oy REAMG  wihine
LGAS Dips' T #oTT Qi PRIl LoLoR
B — 84t il AOTT 3 TIME S5 a0 #5 GAAT Lol Himass

- U4y 44 bowv‘rwa/«/ Ni4R TIP
- (R OF  SATIME WAy ( deTY Wit - Tan cow,e) MR 1

WHIE
Bio  way  goor B meE Sody oF 4 POWR UNES , ~iTH G
METAL  Svamar mwm/ CRS THT  HpmmAeX, .

FRED KAGE G
B wae g
HRaw M- 750 |




DT 1 /945

(e vy, 7-,3/1/3 0F Frag e, vy  IMAK

FRLC admit 54 1T pfhewe [0 4m o/ G- LL-G¢

I wesT  tLoKiwg Fog IT‘ AT 7050 By w4

WowmMiAm IV T HAswmigaad TN #IP “PYRS

Aleur g /CD'IL\.' will& ATV G

Fod A4y aiw) I
MCHT M oAvE

oF  THE LKy A TSy wa ih
’

b//lftﬂ"c'l?ui?s&( Aoy THE  GAAEL WwoRb  LIGHT mn T

FALC g /w;'l)ﬁx_u/ Yvawnr 1 (AKX AF Do/

w H lw 4 I w4 A AVEY AL os F&“ﬂ

£ H,




J77-C(-/77 ¢
The following was received from Fred Habegger. Original is difficult to read.
Wood Stork 9-22-96
Hammer Creek, Lebanon County, Heidelberg Township

12:25PMED.T.
Flat light, 100% cover, misty, 7X35 binocs, 100-150' distant
Bird was along edge of stream in less than 6" of water. Well canopied section of creek.

Size appeared similar to hunkered down Great Blue Heron. Head and Neck not as gangly as
Great Blue Heron. Head & neck not extended fully. Was in hunched position. Turned head my
direction and I stepped out of its line of sight. Viewed bird for less than 2 minute. Went for help
by scrambling up steep bank. Never looked back for bird.

Head & neck - mottled dark brown
Body - creamy white
Legs - didn’t notice any bright color
Bill - base was about 3 times as broad as Great Blue Heron’s
- had a slight down turn near tip
- color of saltine crackers (dirty white - tan color) uniform

Bird was about 1/8 mile south of where power lines, with green metal support towers, cross the
Hammer Creek.

Fred Habegger
33 Wolf Rd.
Akron, PA 17501

Oct. 11, 1996
Conditions of finding Wood Stork

Eric Witmer saw it around 10 AM on 9/22/96. I went looking for it at 10:30 by wading
downstream in the Hammer Creek with hip waders. About 8 people were waiting for any news I
might have of the bird as they waited, wader-less, along the gravel word [road]. Light mist
falling initially. Sunny by late afternoon when bird was never relocated.

F.H.



Record No.: 099-01-1996

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Wood Stork {Mycteria americana)

Date of Sighting: 22 September 1996 to 22 September 1996
Location: SGL 146 - ELIZABETH TWP
County: LANCASTER
Observer(s): Eric Witmer
Fred Habegger
Date of Submission: 1996
Submitted by: Eric Witmer
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO

Recording: NONE

Class V

Member Class | Class Il | Class llI Class IV A

B C

Abstain

F. Haas

N. Puicinella

E. Kwater

R. Ickes

G. McWilliams

P. Schwalbe

S. Feldstein

TOTALS

DECISION

AN PXPAIXIX XX

Comments:

Signature (Secretary}: ﬁ / /&M

Date: E’//’ ?7






